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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 05/20/2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. In the treatment of claim 1, 17, 18 in the action of 
02/20/2008, Examiner highlights that Urbanczyk discloses in col. 2 lines 35-42 in 
light of col. 1 lines 49-51the suppression of the alert indication upon closing of 
zipper 1 1 . This reads "are moved to", the closing of zipper being necessarily a 
movement. 

Further as stated in previous action Urbanczyk does not discloses the use 
of a bell with clapper as the alert device to indicate the opening of an enclosure. 
Caraba discloses in fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 30-41 discloses bells 13 and 14 that is 
rung by clapper 18 door is opened. 

Furthermore the present action will be a non- final action because claims 
19 and 20 were not treated on the initial action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertiains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claim 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Felix Urbanczyk US Patent 4755802 in view of Budrick S. Caraba US Patent 
5022340 (Hereafter referred to Urbanczyk and Caraba) 
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Regarding claim 1, Urbanczyl^ discloses in fig 1 lines 23-27 discloses a 
handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 11 of the hand bag is opened. 
Further Urbanczyk discloses in col. 2 lines 35-42 in light of col. 1 lines 49-51the 
suppression of the alert indication upon closing of zipper 1 1 .However it does not 
discloses the use of a bell with clapper as the alert device to indicate the opening 
of an enclosure. Caraba discloses in fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 30-41 discloses bells 
13 and 14 that is rung by clapper 18 door is opened. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention to use bells with clapper of Caraba in Urbanczyk to indicate opening of 
enclosures as taught by Caraba. 

Regarding claim 2 Caraba discloses in fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 30-41 
discloses bells 13 and 14 that is rung by clapper 18 door is opened. 

Regarding Claim 19, as treated in claim 1 Urbanczyk discloses a zipper 

11. 

Regarding claim 20, Caraba discloses in fig. 3 and col. 4 lines 45-47 a 
stop 27 used stop bell from ringing. 

Regarding Claim 3 Caraba discloses in fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 30-41 
discloses bells 13 and 14 that is rung by clapper 18 door is opened. As such the 
ringing of the bell is suppressed when sliding is closed. The door and it frame 
read on "first and second elements are at or adjacent one another". 

Regarding Claim 4, Urbanczyk discloses in fig 1 lines 23-27 discloses a 
handbag with zipper 1 1 . 
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Regarding Claim 5, Urbanczyl^ discloses in fig 1 lines 23-27 discloses a 
handbag with zipper 1 1 . 

Regarding Claim 7, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 7 as applied to claim 1 except the use mechanical sound suppression. 
Caraba discloses in fig. 3 and col. 4 lines 45-47 a stop 27 used stop bell from 
ringing. 

Regarding Claim 8, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 8 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk in col. 2 lines 31-34 discloses 
a visual and audible alarm. 

Regarding Claim 10, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 10 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses fig4 lines 49-51 
discloses contacts 35 and 35 that are magnets. 

Regarding Claim 11, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 11 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses lines 53-55 
discloses the use of mechanical snap to contacts together. 

Regarding Claim 12, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 12 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses fig 1 lines 23-27 
discloses a handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 1 1 of the hand bag is 
opened. The zipper 1 1 having a pull tab 16 which reads on "slider". 

Regarding Claim 13, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 13 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses fig. 1 lines 23-27 
discloses a handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 1 1 of the hand bag is 
opened. The use of one or two sliders is a matter of design choice. 
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Regarding Claim 14, Urbanczyl< and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 14 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses fig. 1 lines 23-27 
discloses a handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 1 1 of the hand bag is 
opened. Urbanczyk does not disclose an element in the pull tab with an alarm 
device. The location of an alarm device is matter of design choice. 

Regarding Claim 15, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 15 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses fig. 1 lines 23-27 
discloses a handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 1 1 . 

Regarding Claim 16, Urbanczyk and Caraba discloses all the limitations of 
claim 16 as applied to claim 1 including Urbanczyk discloses fig. 1 lines 23-27 
discloses a handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 1 1 . 

Regarding claim17, Urbanczyk discloses in fig 1 lines 23-27 discloses a 
handbag that sounds and alarm when zipper 1 1 of the hand bag is opened. 
Further Urbanczyk discloses in col. 2 lines 35-42 in light of col. 1 lines 49-51the 
suppression of the alert indication upon closing of zipper 1 1 .However it does not 
discloses the use of a bell with clapper as the alert device to indicate the opening 
of an enclosure. Caraba discloses in fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 30-41 discloses bells 
13 and 14 that is rung by clapper 18 door is opened. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention to use bells with clapper of Caraba in Urbanczyk to indicate opening of 
enclosures as taught by Caraba. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 6 and 9 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to OJIAKO NWUGO whose telephone number 
is (571)272-9755. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 7.30am - 
5.00pm EST, Alternate Fridays Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272 2981 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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